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*How can Swami Vivekananda heip us in theorizing Indian traditions?" 

Report of the Lecture 

K. LE Society's Arts and Commerce College, Gadagorganized the TCPR sponsored 

One Day special lecture programme on 06-02-2023. The topic for the special lecture 
was "How can Swami Vivekananda help us in theorizing Indian 
traditions?".Dr. ShivakumarPV, Assistant Professor, Government First Grade 
College. Byndoor, Udupi has delivered the special lecture. Sri Jagannathananda 
Swamiji of Sri Ramakrishna Ashrama, Gadag was the chief guest for the lecture 
programme. 

Dr. Shivakumar P, who came as a special lecturer, He said that Swami 

Vivekananda was the one who preached the richness of Indian heritage by making 
people aware of their importance at a time when he was ridiculing the beliefs, rituals. 
festivals and traditions of Indians. At the age of just 19, Swami Vivekananda was a 
very logical, sharp and bright young man. He had the enthusiasm to question 
everything and also was expecting the logical answers for everything. This zeal and 
questioning spirit made him a disciple of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. Swami 
Vivekananda had many questions about his quest for the existence of God from a 
young age and when he was looking for answers to them, Ramakrishna Paramahamsa 
had helped him to get darshan of God. Then he understood that throughthe Indian 
Traditions everyone can get the opportunity to join the god. He travelled all over the 
India and tried to make the traditions understandable. These traditions are playing an 
important role in a context like India where many cultures live together. Vivekananda said that he does not think the other sects as enemies but as various ways of find1ng 

ICPR Sponsor 



God. Ramakrishna's association with him will help him overcome the criticism about 
the Hindu trad1tions. Similarly, he came up with a scathing critique of social refomers 

and Western missionaries who mistook Indian traditions and tried to destroy them, 
and devised alternative ways for understanding ndian cultures 

Swami Vivekananda participated in the Sarva Dharma Sammelan held in 
Chicago, USA and explained the essence of Indian heritage Vivekananda's thoughts 
on Vedanta and spinituality are still helping us for understanding Ind1an traditions and 
practices. Each of the practices is spirituality the means of attaining salvation and 
bliss, and our philosophers provide guidance to correct certain traditions by criticizing 
practices that hinder the practicce of spiritual practices but not trying to destroy them. 
Vivekananda opposed thelndian social reformers as they tried to destroy Indian 
traditions or culture in the name of reform. In this way Swami Vivekananda said that 

Vivekananda could help tounderstand Indian Traditions. 
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