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that must be possessed
4 nation’s duties and res

be
jon ensures we
_The citizenship Act s
Jearn in detail about the Citizenship Act 1955 and

defined as i relatior
by an individual o
' ponsibilities A nati

m they deserve

become ot

¢

committed (o

rights, political rights, civil rights along with the l‘l'c_cdm »
and controls an individual’s citizenship rights. In this article. you will

its amendments.

When it comes (o Indian citizenship, the Indian state system was o federal state and dual citizenship was not
allowed in India, which s «aid to be duce to the histor) of the provinces India is a single union country. hot a <
independent states, hence single citizenship is in force in Indiu. The Constituent Assembly of Indiz ook two years
decide on citizenship in India. The main reasons for this were the partition of the country and the large number of Indian

onfused about the choice of nationality. Then, those jere
and obtained citizenship. Latet

living abroad. From 1947 to 1949, millions of people were ¢
and Muslims who were in India, went to Pakistan
August

Jbrain Indian citizenship through registration. Finally, in

in Pakistan, who are now in India,
citizens of Indian origin living abroad were allowed to ¢
1949, the final draft of the citizenship wus accepted by the C i
the final draft of the citizenship was accepted by the Constituent Assembly with some changes.
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Citizenship s avery speethie forme This broad term relers (o various I'CLIIIHH\IH[H between an individual and a st
that do not necessanly confer political vights but imply other privileses, especially protection abroad. [t is a term used in

international faw 1o refer o all mdividuals who are entitled 1o protection by a state Nationality also serves to refer 1o the
relationship (o the status ol entties other than individuals: corporations, ships, and

ate

aireralt, for example, have nationality.
I'he coneept of citizenship first arose in the towns and city-states of ancient Greece, where it gen rally applied t
) BT J epphicu
property owners but not to women, slaves, or poor members of the community, In a Greek city-state, 4 citizen was eligible
o vote and was hable for taxes and military service. The Romans first used citizenship as

a means of distinguishing the
phabitants of the ety of Rome from the territories that Rome had conquered and incorporated. As their empire grew, the
Romans granted citizenship o their allies in Italy proper and later to people in other Romin provinces, until in 212 (¥
ciizenship was extended to all free inhabitants of the empire. Roman citizenship conferred important legal privilez
within the empire. The concept of national citizenship virtually disappeared in Europe during the Middle Ages, repliced

0y asystem of feudal rights and obligations. In the late Middle Ages and the Renaissance, holding citizenship in vari
cines and towns in ltaly and Germany became a guarantee of immunity from the rights and privilege

ges of feudal lords for
merchants and other privileged individuals. Modern concepts of citizenship crystallized in the I8th century during
Amencan and French Revolutions,
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The Kannada word cirizenship is equivalent to the English word citizen. Both these words are derived from the Lo
CIVIN,
*  The members of a state are called citizens.

o All persons residing within the territory of a state, except foreigners, are citizens.

1) To understand the importance of citizenship.
2) To understand the methods of acquiring and losing citizenship.

Citizenship and Constitution
The constitution provision of India has included some articles related to the citizenship act 1933, This includes Articles 3
to 11 of the Indian Constitution that falls under Part 2 of it.

+  Citizenshipis the focus of Article 5 at the outset of the Constitution.

Article 6 pertains 1o the citizenship rights of certain individuals who have migrated 1o India from Pukisi.

o Article 7 deals with the citizenship rights of certain Pakistani migrants.

o Article 8 describes in full the citizenship rights of certain persons of Indiun heritige who live outside of [nd

« Artcle 9 discloses that a person who willingly acquires citizenship of a foreign country 15 not a citizen of thas
country.

o Article 10 deals with the continuation of citizenship rights,

o Artcle Thoutlines how Parliament might govern the right wo citizenship through legislation

i

Cytizenship act 1s an act that is run by the legislation to ensure the rights and dutics of o citizen The citizenshup act
1955 15 also popularly known as Indian nationality law, This ensures that the individuals of the nation hold the position as
[ndian citizens. The Constitution ol India-along with the Indian Citizenship Act 1955 governs the citizenship status of o
person. This act was enacted by the Parliament of India and commenced on 30 December 1955
Catizensin

oo crent

AL‘uudan 1o the Indian Citizenship Act 1955, one canacquire the status ofan Indian citizen by the tollow ing way

1. By Birth: A child born i ndiaon o after 26 Janwary 1950 up o 1 July 1987 was eligible o aequire lnfihm citizenship
by birth irespective ol the nattonality of his parents Afer the amendiment, w ehild born e ndia on or after | July 1987
was granted [ndian citizenship by biedvonly i one ol the parents acquired Indian Citizenship. “}‘llcctnrlh, a c’hiid bom in
India aler 3 D nber 2004 1s granted Indian cizenship only 1t both parents e Indian citizens or ongNy o
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citizen and the other is not considered an illegal immigrant, 1t is important 10 note that children born to forcign cmbassies

qtationed in India or to foreign nationals of enemy countries do not acquire Indian citizenship by birth.
950 before 10 December 1992 can acquire
child born abroad on or after 10 December
p of [ndia can be acquired on the basis of

2004 is not allowed to acquire

2. By Descent [By Descent]: A child born abroad on or after 20 January |
citizenship of India by blood because his father is a citizen of India A Further a
1992 to his parents If one t.e. father or mother s a citizen of lndin. citizenshi
blood “‘L‘_““”ﬁh.‘P- A child born abroad on the basis of blood rel;ntnl;shii’ after 3 Decembe
Indian citizenship on the basis of the citizenship of the parents. Instead, citizenship is granted v
ccnlm? government only if the parents register the child at the 1.n(||un consulate in the country ©
the child's birth. :

¢

vith the permission of the
f hirth within one yedr

1 +
lecior »

ng with the appropriate authority design: b
1 citizenship through the proce f

3. By Reeistration: A person can acquire citi L L

y Registration: A person can acquire citizenship of India by registert i
the.Cenl.ml Government. Any of the categories of persons specified below
registration, except for illegal immigrants.

can obtair

applying tor registration.

That. Persons who have temporarily resided in India for five years prior 10 _

o A forergner married toaeitizen of India. The significant point is that they are also eligible for registraion only
after five years of coming to India after marriage.

e Minor children of Indian citizens.

o Persons holding citizenship of Commonwealth countries.

«  Persons of Indian origin residing abroad or in a place outside undivided India

o get Indian citizenship through the above methods can get Indian

4. By Naturalisation: Foreigners who are not allowed t
an illegal immigrant needs to have th

citizenship through naturalisation. A person who is not
acquire citizenship of India (hrough the natural process. Namely

e following qualifications to

«  Should not belong to a country that denies naturalized citizenship to Indians.

e Must have renounced the citizenship of his country of origin.
e Virtue must be incorporated.

o Any ol the 22 languages Jisted in the E
o Must have made substantial contribution to literature.

ighth Schedule of the Constitution of India. Must be able to use one.
science. world peace or human welfare.

5. By Incorporation of Territory: When a territory under the control of a foreign country is incorporated with India, its
people become cligible for Indian citize |
by a singlc potification. Eg: Pondicherry, Goa, Sikkim merg
Government ol India. Thus, the central government issued a notilic

land.

nd
U

nship. The government can grant citizenship 1o all the people ot the acquired la
od with India after independence and were taken over by the

he neonle

ation and granted cilizenship 1o all the people ol that

Indian citizenship can be acquired through the above five methods and citizenship can be lost through the following

three methods.

hip Pernyinali

i

{itizenship 1 )

According 1o the indian Citizenship Act 1955, one can be revoked [rom the status of the Indian ciizen under e
following conditions. They are:

A citizen of Indin may renounce his citizenship for any other reason by making a prescribed
d authority. Thus the mimor children of a person who has enounced his Indian citizenshif

But those children can eet Indian citizenship back if they want within one year of

1. By Renunciation:
1 belore the coneerne
[ndlian citizenship:
{ majority.

declaratio!
will also lose
attaining the age ©
2.B  Termination: I an Indian citzen voluntarily and knowingly acquires a foreign citizenship, his Indian citizenship 1s
e liately erminated: 118 important (o note that this rule did not apply when India was engaged in war.

immediated) o
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The Central Government ¢an

3. By Deprivation:
an be grounds for th

Any of the (ollowing behaviors ¢

A citizen has obtained citizenship by fr

L]

o Ifacitizen has disobeyed the Constitution ol
o If he is proved to have engaged in illeg

o 1 acitizen has been sentenced (o bwo years i

or naturalized method,

pendence India is

Citizenship in post-inde
| Act have been chai

The regulations of the 0
need of the time. Whi
Citizenship Amendment Act ol 2

The Citizenship Amendment Act, 2
¢ immigrated illeg
fous perseeution.

rigina 1l
le the Citizenship Amet
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p JERP . g . .
Persians who hav ally from Pakisti
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forcibly deprive a citizen ol India

al contact or business

governed by the
idment

019 has proposed |
n,

Notably, the Citizens

n Aot

nended

born in Inc
ed to an indiv

of citizenship for various i

¢ povernment (o revoke a citizen's citizenship

aud. deceit or fraud If proven

India
with the enemy nation during the wa
itizenship by 1

mprisonment within five years of acquiring ¢

as been discussed briefly above

955, which h
of citizenship as per the

he defects
izenship with

Citizenship Act |
Iments to remove |
03 allowed dual cit

between Indian origin and non-resident

o grant Indian citizenship 10 Hindus, Christians. Sikhs, Buddhists
Bangladesh and Alghanistan without documents by 30 Decem
hip Amendment Act of 2019 faced huge protests

ny with amenc
Act of 20 [6 count

nate Jiscrimination
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| how many (imes is 5. The act has been amended five ti
1950 and July 1987.

any one of the puaren
s of India registratiol

ts is Indian.

lia between January
, rules were

idual only if both or

1. 1986: This gave Indian
2. 2003: Tt states that citizenship will be provid )
3. 2005 Section 7A Wis replaced with a new section and the Overseas citizen
authorised. o ' | N
4. 2015 It deals with reeistration and paturalisation citizenship and overseas citizenship. g Hid . 7
201 i ities 1r o desh, and Afghanistan. uding Hindus, Buddise.
5. 2019 Members of S1X communiiies from Pakistan. Bangladesh. and Ajgh;ill;l,\;‘ltl L[r)m uc e
7 Sikhs [ isti e allow - f they arrived betore ecember 14, 201+
Sikhs, Parsis. Jains and Christians. are allowed to stay i [ndia if they arrived b re Dec }
{ onclusion: _ ‘ ‘ . s e
Th itizenship act 1935 1s an jmportant act as it provides (he identity of an individual hLIUH_Tn;l‘C’-L.\) a particular | ; B
o ‘ e i i el they need TH . citizenship act 192212 very important as !
e e individual W hasic rights they need. The aiize p i 3
i el PdeL . Jmh\lldml] ‘T'”h le'lm (o il:‘ ll]LJI\lL.lLI'Il\‘ The regular qmendment Ol the law and the prope!
ovide : amental rights of the [ndian nalti - L = [ ey soctal Iasues
provides ihe fundament e i gel 1955 unique and sustainably un (he nation desptie e coral soctal 1ssue
regulation of the act has made the citizenship aet 1720 anigue ands \
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